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Members Present: Drs. Erica Teixeira (Chair), Omar Alburawi, Manuel Gomez, David A. Jones, 
Theodoros Katsaros, Charles W. McBrearty, Ivan Medin, Rodrigo Rocha Maia, Marcos Vargas, Ron 
Elvers, Lily T. Garcia, Gracie Deery (D3), Morgan Lauer (D2) 

Absent: Drs. Piriya Boonsiriphant, Leo Marchini, Patty Meredith, Kyle Stein, John Syrbu, and Kyle 
Nicholson (D4), Monzer Shakally (D1) 

Guest:  Dr. Hanan Elgendy 

Meeting called to order 12:05 p.m.  

I. Approval of November 14, 2018 minutes – Dr. E. Teixeira 
MOTION: to approve the minutes as submitted and seconded. 
MOTION APPROVED. 
 

II. Department of Periodontics Purchase Request – Mr. Chuck McBrearty 
The scanner vendor provided training on February 1, 2019 and provided a scanner on a three-
month loan period.  After 3-month trial period, Dr. Avila-Ortiz will consider purchasing the 
scanner. There are no security concerns. 
 

III. Update on Additional CEREC purchase – Dr. E. Teixeira 
A. Recent purchase:  five (5) Omnicams and sleeves were installed and operational. Three 

new Omnicams are located on the third floor (room S306), two on the second floor (S262), 
and the previous Omnicams are in the Simulation Clinic. Locations were chosen based on 
usage although location can be changed based on usage.  

B. Scanner sleeves will be available for checkout through both the 3rd floor and 2nd floor 
dispensaries.  

C. AxiUm has been updated to allow reservation of scanners for use.   Scanner sleeves should 
remain with the cart in the simulation clinic to avoid sensor problems. 

D. Current hardware is outdated on previous Omnicams based on a speed test conducted.   
The new scanner processed a scan in 1 minute 30 seconds and the same scan took 8 
minutes 30 seconds on the older scanner. Upgrades could improve speed.  CEREC offers an 
upgrade for $3000, however it is unclear what is included in the upgrade. The older 
scanners will work for the Simulation Clinic usage limited to basic scanning; anything more 
complicated might not work at desired speed. 

 
IV. Work Group for Digital Tech Info on the Intradent – Dr. E. Teixeira 

A. About 95% of the Guidelines document is complete.  Information on sterilization and 
infection control are lacking. Step-by-step instructions are being created for each 
Omnicam and available through the Intradent. 

B. A Tab can be created on the Intradent within the “Education” heading, as well as other 
locations to allow students and faculty ready access to the information. 

V. Presentations on Digital Integration – Drs. Elgendy, Boonsiriphant, (Presentation/Handouts) 
A. Dr. Elgendy presented the use of digital technologies in the Operative Dentistry curriculum. 

She highlighted current use and assessments. It is not known how scanner availability will 
impact students next academic year. 
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B. Dr. Alburawi discussed digital technology integration in Prosthodontics.  Having scanners 
easily available to students would be ideal.  D3 students do not have assigned times for 
scanning. Students usually perform the assigned scan when there is a patient cancelation..  

C. Dr. Vargas discussed how they use the CAD/CAM with a case approval form. The approval 
form helps ensure comprehensive case selection requiring faculty signature. Prior to the day 
of the actual procedure, all preplanning and preparation occurs.  At this time, scanning, 
milling and firing occurs approximately 3½ days a week. The digital design software helps in 
many ways and by including the case approval form, patient care is being completed 
within the morning session.  Members voiced concern with the growing need and use of the 
scanners, as well as impact for the upcoming academic year. 

D. It was noted that zirconia crowns are in high demand.  This may necessitate the need for a 
specialized firing oven.   

 
VI. Roundtable Comments – Dr. E. Teixeira 

 

Next Meeting: March 13, 2019  

Minutes recorded: Ms. Brenda Selck 
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